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cnang a tne ~ oi tne x vn nail irom Drignt newness to s 
conformity with neigh r ing structures) <the warlike ~ o 
news) 6 [L complex >, complexion archaic : combina 

AOOREOATE BJTL see DISPOSITION 

^complex! n \ M \ vt -ed/-ino/-s [ME complexlounen to com- 
pose, fr. complextoun, n.] ; to give a color or particular slant 
to : tinge <the early sun ~ing the mountains) propaganda 
~ed his vi ws) 

COm.plex»ion*al Vshan U-shnsl\ ad] [ME, fr. ML complexion- 
alls, fr. complexion-, complexlo + L -alis -al] : of or relating 
to physical constitution or m ntal temperament <his ~ hue) 
<~ political views) — Com*plex*ion*ajUly \-°le,-dle. -li\ adv 

Com.plex*ioned \kam;pleksh3nd\ adj [ME complexiouned 
having a (specified) bodily constitution, fr* complextoun + -erf] 
: having a (specified) facial complexion — used chiefly in 
combination <a dark-complexioned girl) <a muddy -complex- 
ioned man) 

Com*plex«ion*less \-nl5s\ adj : lacking color : pale 
COm*plex*i*ty \kam'pleks3d*e, kam-, -ate, -i\ n -es 1 : the 
quality or state of being complex : compositeness, intricacy 
<the ~ of modern society) <the ~ of an adding machine's 
mechanism) 2 : something complex : an intricacy dr com- 
plication <the political complexities of his office) 
COm»plex«ly XOkamJpleksle, bm 1 -, -li\ adv : in a complex 
manner 

complex mode n : a mode that according to the philosophy of 
the 17th century English philosopher John Locke results from 
the combination of simple ideas of several kinds (as beauty, 
gratitude) — contrasted with simple mode; compare tMODE 6 
com«plex*ness \-sn$s\ n -es i complexity 
complex number or complex quantity n : a number or ex- 
pression of the form a + bi, where a and b are real numbers and 

complex plane n : a plane whose points are identified by means 
of complex numbers 

comple x unit n : a complex number a+ib whose absolute 
value Va 2 +6 2 is 1 

com«plex*us Xkam'pleksas, kam-\ n 9 pi complexus [L, sur- 
rounding, embrace — more at complex] : an interwoven com- 
plicated aggregate of parts : complex <the entire cultural ~ 
— James Collins) <a baffling ~ of her own imaginings — John 
Farrelly) 

complex variable n I a number or expression of the form x+iy 
where /= V-l and x and y are in general variables 

COm*pli«a*t)le Xkam'plidbalX adj [comply + -able] 1 archaic 
: disposed or apt to agree or yield : compliant 2 obs : that 
may be reconciled — com«pli«a«bly \-ble\ adv 

COm*pli«ance Xkam'plIanCOsX n -s [comply + -ance] 1 obs 
a : civility b : friendly or happy agreement : harmony, 
concord <~ between man and wife) 2a: the act or action 
of yielding to pressure, demand, or coercion : conformance 
<the Counter Reformation was not a ~ with Reform but a 
defiance of it — H.R.Trevor-Roper) b : inclination or readi- 
ness to yield to the demands of others often in a servile or 
spineless fashion <worthy men may be rejected because of their 
very virtues and unworthy men selected because of their ~ 
— P.H.Douglas) 3 : the quality or state of yielding to bending 
under stresses within the elastic limit; also : the amount of dis- 

{ placement per unit of applied force .4a: conformity in ful- 
illing formal or official requirements <a letter writt n in ~ 
with UJS. Army styl > <th . . ♦ provision was designed to 
tight n ~ with acreage allotments — Wall Street Jour.) 
b : cooperati npr raoted by off icial or legal authority or con- 
forming to official r legal norms <cheerful, spontaneous co- 
peration and:^ to: raen are results of proper discipline 
under a respected leader — A*A.Ageton> <an official ath of 
~ with the statute —Florence Mishnun) <insure the of all 





wnat is aue, oe courteous ( 
-ment — more at complete 
speech, gesture, or ceremor 
admiration <each candidal 
<a party given in ~ to 
the name to Fort Knox, in 
Hay); specif i a remark in 
his best girl all sorts of ~s) 
consideration <he came onl 
behooves us ... to pay the 
of their languag — Kenn 
: best wishes : regards <to 
sample is enclosed with the 
dial : a complimentary gift : 
2com«pli«ment V.ment^.m 

[F complimenter, fr. comp 
ceremoniously or flatterin* 
<~ing his friend on the ste; 
— Benjamin Farrington) <s 
shower given in her hoi 

2 : to present (a person) v 
fection, or admiration <' 

3 : CONGRATULATE (~ed hi 

pay compliments <refuse to 

com«pli«men«tal \:kampb;i 
<his pleasing ~ r marks) 

- ments — com«pli«men«tal 

com«pli*men«tar*My \;ka 
-;men«tral-, -ntaral-\ adv • ii 

com«pli«men*ta«ri*ness \,l 
-es : the quality or state of 

com«pli*men«ta«ry \;kamp] 
pressing regard or praise <tl 
rent Biog.} : of the natur 
References to his colleagut 
using compliments <a perso 
given free esp. as a courtes 
given all who donate over 

complimentary close or coi 
or words that convention; 
signature of a letter and xp 
ceiver (as very truly yours, ; 

com«pline X'k^mpldn, - t plln 
cap [ME compline, compell 
(influenced by compllr to ac 
fill up) of LL completa, fr. 
more at complete j Chris tia 
canonical hours : the last 
after nightfall or just befor 

icom«plot X'kam.platX n - 
throng, plot] archaic I plo 

scom^plot \kam'plat t kom 
complotting; complots I 
archaic l to plot together 

complt abbr complainant 

com«plu*ten«sian \|kampli 
plutensis (fr. Complutum, 
Henares) + E -ianl Z of < 
published in Alcal& d Her 
taining the Old Testament i 
on the Pentateuch, the Sept 
N w Testament <the Comi 

com«pln«vi«iim Xkom^piaye 
tL» fr. compluere tq t 
rain — more at flow] ! ja : 
ancient R man atrium ip\ 
through which the rain fel 

icom«ply Xkoro'pffVfe^i-s 
cumpllr . to,,c<?inDlete J&ccbi 
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„ Mff qf COMPLIMENT 

fixation «1 the abtorrrtton of ~ ^ _ 

" the onk» of an antibody and tbean^n 



to the 



ooconina w 

' proportion] 



i) of wcfa an antibody and 

mtton test a t a ( test for the presence of a 

ody made by addition of complement and an 

r system to a mhttore of known antigen and a aeram 

ammected to contain the specific antibody for this antigen and 
••eel esp. in the diagnosis of syphihs — see wassermann test 
CMntfanratf&ff pets past 0/ complement 

€mmjXrt.tx. MFTfr . L cwkfw. part part, of comptZr* to fill 
aJTn" com- + pHre to fifi; akin to L plenus fun — more at 
PULL] 1 a : possessing all necessary parts, items, components, 
or elements : not lacking anything necessary : entire, perfect 
Cfcw households would regard breakfast ~ without a plate of 
porridge — L,D.Stamp) <thb man . . ~ with wings and four 
•afpes on his uniform sleeve — E.K.Gann) (neither one of 
these publications gives the ~ poems of Smart — A.R.Benham) 
b ; having all four sets of floral organs — compare incomplete, 
MONOCUNOUS C (1) of a subject or predicate : including 
modifiers, complements, or objects if any (in the sentence "the 
little boy hit the ball hard" the little boy is the ~ subject and 
kit the ball hard is the — predicate) — compare simple (2) oj a 
verb : filling out a predication without any object or comple- 
ment (moved in "the train moved" is a — verb) 4o/a diet or 
rmxion : sa lanced 2 : brought to an end or to a final or in- 
tended condition <a ~ period of time) <a ~ act) : concluded, 
completed <five ~ days) <a ~ revolution) 3 o/ a person 
I mmwtw} of all necessary, usual, or typical qualities, habits, 
or accomplishments <a ~ man) <a ~ gentleman) <a ^ English- 
man): *pecO* : highly proficient (as in an art or skill) <i~ 
landscape artist) <a — horseman) 4 : fully realized : carried 
to the ultimate : thorough, total <in ~ sympathy with his 
wt) (~ surrender) <his ~ inability to understand) 
nnlete \**\ W -ed/-ino/-s 1 : to bring to an end often 
mco or as if into a finished or perfected state <foolish to put 

Us hand to a task which he could not John Buchan); 

gated ; to execute (a forward pass) successfully (State com- 
muted 10 of 19 passes while Rutgers made good 4 of 10— N. Y. 
Times) 2 a : to make whole, entire, or perfect : end after 
satisfying alt demands or requirements <art partly ~s what 
nature is herself sometimes unable to bring to perfection — 
Havelock Ellis) b : to mark the end of : show attainment to 
the total or totality of <small mammals, birds, and tropical 
fish ... ~ the roo exhibits —Amer. Guide Series: N. Y.City) 

C : ACCOMPLISH, EXECUTE, FULFILL <~ 8 contract) <8 VOW 

completed) d : consummate (allowed the lovers to ~ their 
marriage — G.M.Trevelyan) syn see close 
com«plet<ed.ness « -es : completeness 

complete fertilizer n : a fertilizer that contains the three pri- 
mary plant nutrients (nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and potash) 
complete integral n : a solution of a partial differential equa- 
tion of the first order that contains as many arbitrary constants 
as there are independent variables 

•plete-ly odv 1 : so as to be complete : fully <a ~ fur- 
' d apartment) 2 : to a complete degree : entirely <the 
_j rolled ~ over) <~ at fault) 

.pletcment \-tmsnt\ n -s : completion (together we 

have all the elements of Betty Smith) # 

COm*plete*ness \-tn*s\ n -es 1 : the quality or state of being 
complete 2 oj an axiomatlzcd system of logic : the state of 
being so constituted that a contradiction arises through the 
addition of any formula not previously deducible from the 
axioms of the system 

complete pair n t closed pair a t 

complete primitive n : the complete integral regarded as the 

basts of the differential equation . 
complete quadrilateral n • : a figure that is determined by 
four co planar lines, and has four sides 
and three diagonal axes, each two of which 
cat the other harmonically in three cen- 
ters of which one or even two may be at 
Infinity 

complete solution m : general solution 
complete Stop n : a set of organ pipes 

extending throughout the compass of the 

manual 

OOm*ple*tion \k9m*plcshan\ n •« [ L com- 

pietion-, completio filling, fr. computus 
(past part, of compter* to complete) + 

•fan-, -io -ion — more at t complete] _ _ _ M 

X : the act or action of completing, eral: AB, BC, CD, 
becoming complete, or making complete DA sides; AC, BD, 
(his ~ of the late artist's unfinished EFaxes 
masterpiece): specif : a forward pass 
caught by the receiver <out of 10 at- 
tempted passes, there were 5 ~j> 2 I.the quality or state of 
being complete : fulfillment <his desires having reached ~) 

Completion test n : an intelligence test requiring that the one 
to be tested complete a whole (as a sentence or picture) from 
which certain pahs have been omitted 

eom*ple*ttve \kam , pled.iv\ adj ILL complettvus, fr. L comple- 
tes + Avus -tve] ; serving or tending to complete (annotations 
~ of the test); specif, of a verbal aspect : expressing comple- 
tion of an action — com- pie- Lively \-d*avle\ adv 

toom*ple*tO~ry \*dVari\ n -es (ME completorie, fr. LL compie- 
torium, fr. L computus + -orium] : compline 

soompletonr \"\ adj incomplete + -ory} i complettve 

tO0m*plez XOkttmlpleks, kam'pA -ed/-inq/-£S IL com- 
plexus, past part, of comptecti\ X I to make complex or into 
a complex (a ~ing problem) 2 : ^chelate 

•oomplex \ \ adj, sometimes -er/-est [L complexes, past part, 
of complectt to entwine around, embrace, fr. com- + plectere 
to braid — more at ply] 1 * : composed of two or more 
separable or analyzable items, parts, constituents, or symbols 
; composite — opposed to simple (the *— sign "2 X 5™ 10** 
— AJ.Ayer) (the sea is a *— mixture of chemicals — W.H 
Dowdeswell) D (1) of a word i having a bound form as one 
or both of its immediate constituents (unmanly is a ^ word) 
— contrasted with compound, simple (2) of a sentence I con- 
sisting of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses 
imake hay while the sun shines is a ~ sentence) — contrasted 
with compound, simple 2a: having many varied interrelated 
parts, patterns, or elements and consequently hard to under- 
stand fully (a ~ camera with many attachments) (a ~ indus- 
trial process) (~ tissue) b : marked by an involvement of many 
parts, aspects, details, notions, and necessitating earnest study 
or examination to understand or cope with (an extremely ~ 
Industrial and commercial enterprise far removed from the 
tfarr"**^ of farming —Amer, Guide Series: CaUf.> (move- 
ments as vast and ~ as the migration of peoples — Lewis 
llomford) (a ~ mass of diverse laws and cust o ms , written and 
rawrttteo Al.O.Tayior> 3 t formed by onion of simpler 
eubnanrm fas compounds or Ions) — oaed of salts. Ions, and 
other ftismf st combinations (a ~ protein) 

Ml COMPLSCATtO. omUCATE, KNOTTY, tNVOCVD): C0S4VUX 

t«re«scs the fact of combining or fold iiig toien^ various parts 
and suggestt that conskterabb study, knemtedge, or csverfence 
lineeded for camprchenxlon or operation (all legal definitioos 
are hUhly *©m^ ^.K^ ^tbe com. 



the logician, the paycholqgxst. and the critical ptuTosopher to 
SStfupfoTus -SwardSa^r) (your boestion . . . fa a knotty 
one, and such as, had I the wbdom of Sotomon, I should be 
polled te answer— William Cowper) involved Indicates an 
bitertwining such that some parts return or seem to return 
upon theniselves, as In certain difficult 



rtvehng or understanding very hard (public issues are so 

ar*l aotoro/perf that h fa only a few who can hope to have any 
■ ' m of them ^XJ>lcUitson> 

also **** sometimes **#\ m -es [L com- 



\kam'pl«ks«dnte, -ks(t)nis\ n -es : oom- 




iplete quadrilat- 



aoos&^iox V _ . , 

plexus surrounding, embrace, fr. eonufextcr, past P*rLofcom- 
pJcctt} X X an assodationof reUtedthings often in intricate 
combination: as « : a group of culture traits relating to a 
tingle activity (as hunting, matxe growing l>ottery making), 
process (as the use of flint, construction of megahthic monu- 
ments), or unit of culture (as Folsom, neo-Eskimo) : an aggre- 
gate of artifacts — called also culture complex, trait-complex 
b tO komplex. fr. L complexus) : a system of repressed or 
suppressed desires and memories that exerts a dominating .in- 
fluence upon the personality; broadly : exaggerated reaction 
(as of fear or sensitiveness) to some subject or situation (she 
has always had a ~ about bugs) C : a group of obviously 
related units (as of species) of which the degree and nature of 
the relationship is imperfectly known d <1) : a haploid 
chromosome set containing a specified set of genes arranged 
in a particular order (2) : a group of chromosomes that always 
pass together in meiosis to one daughter cell — compare 
genome e : a group of kinds of organisms (as clones, strains, 
or varieties) showing common adaptation of a particular kind, 
usu. to a specialized environment 2 : a conjunction of varied 
contributing or interacting factors, elements, or qualities: as 
a : a complex substance (as a coordination compound, an ion 
containing several atoms, or an adsorption compound) (mo- 
lecular ~«) (enzyme-substrate ~) — usu. distinguished from 
mixture b : an assemblage of different rocks having structural 
relations intricately involved (the Archean ~) C : a complex 
word — contrasted with compound, simplex C \ i the sum oi 
factors (as symptoms and lesions) characteristic of a disease 
(symptom ~) (primary tuberculous ~> syn see system 
compiexed past o) complex 
cx>m-plexed>ne * ■ - 
pLExrrv 

completer comparative of complex 
complexes pres 3d sing of complex, pi of complex 
comvlexest superlative of complex , . . 

complex fraction n : a fraction having a fraction or mixed 
number in the numerator or denominator or in each — called 
also compound fraction 
complex function n : a function of the complex variable 
complex idea n : an idea formed by the mind out of simple 
ideas known by sensation and reflection 
com.plex.i.fy \kttm , plek»,fl, karoA vt -Ep/-rNO/-ES : to make 
complex (problems needlessly complexified) 
complexing pres part of complex 

complex integration n : the integration of a function of a 
complex variable along an open or closed curve in the plane 
of the complex variable rw _ 
tcom.plex-ion also com-plec-tion Xkam'plekshanX n -s [ME 
complex ioun temperament, humor, combination of the humors, 
bodily constitution, fr. MF complexion, fr. ML complexion-. 



physiology and natural philosophy : the combination in 
certain proportion of the hot, cold, moist, and dry qualities 
that determine the nature or quality of a body or plant 2 a obs 
: bodily constitution or mental makeup (if his ~ incline ntro 
to melancholy —John Milton) t> : a cast of mind : an indi- 
vidual complex of attitudes, inclinations, or ways of thinking 
or feeling (being of more sensitive ~ of mind than myself 
they were made ill by the suspense — J.H.Newman> C . a 
complex of attitudes, inclinations, orientations, or ways of 
thought (all the armed partisan groups . . . of whatever po- 
litical — immediately joined in the fighting —Atlantic) 
3 ft : the hue or appearance of the skin esp. of the face (a fair 
— ) b : the akin of the face (creams for ~ cleaning) 4: the ap- 
pearance or impression of a person or thing (weathering has 
changed the — of the town hall from bright newness to sobd 
conformity with neighboring structures) (the warlike ~ of the 
news) 6 tL complexion-, complexion archaic Z combination, 

AGGREGATE BJll SCC DBPOSTTION 

^complexion \"\ vt -eo/-ing/-s [ME complexlounen to com- 
pose, fr. comptexioun, n.] : to give a color or particular sUnt 
to : ttnoe (the early sun ~ing the mountains) (propaganda 

oorn^r^caon^al \-chan"L-shnal\ adj [ME, fr. ML comp/e jrioff- 
^.Tr^o^piSoV. complexto + L -alis ^1] : of or relating 

_i • i .t..-^:— u I *»■ ■ > m r ■ m+nt (bis *-* hue) 



-«i\ n -es ffr. complicate, 

- .... ntr; conjederocy'l X % the 

complicated (the ~ of his subiect 



combiDation (T&uk-tomplcxloned girl) <» moMy-eompUx- 
ioned man) 

com.plex'ion.less \-nlis\ adj : lacking color : pale 
com.plex.i.ty \kHm'plekaad4. kam-. -ote, -i\ «■ «1 : the 
quality or state of being complex : coMiosrrcNESs, intricacy 
(the — of modern society) (the ~ of an adding machine s 
mechanism) 2 : something complex : an uitncacy or com- 
plication (the political complexities of his office) 
com.plex.ly Xhkamlpleksle, kam*-. -h\ adv i in a complex 

complex mode « : a mode that according ^to the jrfutosophy of 
the 17th century English philosopher John Locke resultt from 
the combination of simple ideas of several kinds (as beauty, 
gratitude) — contrasted with simple made; compare 'mode 6 
com.plex.ness VcnfeV * -es : complextty 
complex nomber or complex quantity n : a number or ex- 
pression of the forma-rW, where o and o arc real numbers and 

complex plane n : a plane whose points are identified by means 
of complex numbers ... 

comple x tmlt n : a complex number a+lb whose absolute 
value vW* 1 is 1 

com.plex.os \k8m*pkksas, kam-\ n, pi complexns [L, sur 

funding, embrace - more at complex] I : an interwoven com 
p^tod aggregate of parts : complex (the entux cultural ~ 
L^S c255V) (a bailing — of her own imaginings —John 

ComplexTariahle n : a number or expression of the formx+fy 
where /-V^and x and p are in general variables 

Com-puVble MuKn'pHabolV adj {comply + ^oMel X archaic 
idhooscd or aptte agree or yield ; compliant t o6* : that 

COTn.DU«anoe Vkam*ptl9n(t)s\ n •* {comply + -once] 1 obs 

of yielding to pressure, demand, or coercion i coNPOMAAMca 

n^to yteld ^T^deniandTofo^, a aervfk ior 

tptoelestlashloa (worthy men may be reje cted because of fhctr 
tST^ues^ on worthy n^ «^f^becw of theF^ 
— p H nmialas) 3 : the quality or state of yielding to bending 



bis epuitons to those whom he encounters — HJXaski) 

°adj* after such pairs as B confederate: confeden 

quality or state of being complicated (the ~ o 

matter) ft J something that M complicated (the ^of a watch) 
um*plf*caxlt \^cont\ adJ tL cpmplicant-, complicans, pres. 
part, of wnpUcare to fold together] : ovtrlappino — uacd. of 
the elytra of certain beetles 

toom*pil»cate \*kSmpb,kIt f usu -*d.+V\ vb -ed/-ino/-s IL 
compttcatus\ vt 1 obs A * to unite intimately by or as if by in- 
tertwining b t to fold or twist up together into or as If into a 
confused or overly involved mass 2 J to combine esp. in an 
Involved or inextricable manner (his ideals were somehow 
complicated with selfish interest) 3 obs : to create esp. by 
joining two or more elements : compound 4 : to make com- 
plex, involved, or difficult (this matters) (snobbery com- 
plicated their social contacts) 6 med : mvoLvt; esp : to cause 
to be more complex or severe (bacterial secondary invaders ~ 
many virus infections) ~ W : to become complicated (the 
problems grew, multiplied, and complicated beyond all reason) 

loom.pli.cate \-lik4t, -lek-, usu -kid. + V\ adf[ L complicate, 
past part, of complicare to fold together, fr. com- + plicare to 
fold — more at ply] 1 : made up of intimately united parts 
; complex (a machine ~ of handmade gears) 2 : difficult, 
involved (a ~ problem) 3 a : condu plicate b : folded 
longitudinally one or more times — used of insects' wings 

com.pli.cat.ed Vb,kad.6d, -at4d\ adj tfr. past part, of com- 
plicatel 1 : marked by an interrelation of diverse and often 
numerous parts, elements, notions, phases, or influences diffi- 
cult of analysis, solution, or understanding (Virgil compares 
their ~ evolutions to the windings of the Cretan labyrinth 
— J.G.Frazer) (when life is so ~ as to lose all homogeneity 
and unity of purpose —Norman Douglas) <<— machinery) 
2 : having many interconnected parts : not simple or easy to 
fabricate or comprehend (the whole organization of modern 
industry is a ~ one, dependent upon a host of professionalized 
skills that link —Lewis Mumford) 8yH see complex 

C0m*pU«cat*ed«ly adv : in a complicated manner 

com>pIl*cat*ed«ness n -es : complicacy 

com.pli.cate.ness n -es : complicacy 

OOm*pU*ca*tiO& \Jcampb'k5sh»n\ ft -5 [LL complication-, 
compiicatio fr. L complicate + -ion-, -h -ion] 1 obs : a fold- 
ing together : the quality or state of being folded together 

2 & obs l an intimate combining : the quality or state of being 
intimately combined b psycho! : the combination of sense 
data (as from different senses) into a unitary impression 

3 a : a complicated relationship of parts (because of its ~ no 
mechanic would touch the engine) b : a making difficult, in- 
volved, or intricate (his ~ of our plans by not showing upon 
time) C : a complex or intricate feature or element (the ~* 
of jet aircraft) or one that makes complex or intricate (omitted 
Canada because of the ~r of the bilingual culture of sections 
of that country — J.B.Conant) d : a difficult factor or issue 
often appearing suddenly and unexpectedly and changing 
existing plans, methods, or attitudes (another — ... was the 
excess of imports over exports —Collier's Yr. Bk) <~5 arose 
on all sides) e : a situation or a detail of a character entering 
into and complicating the main thread of a plot 4 [F, fr. ML 
complication-, compiicatio, fr. LL] ; a secondary disease or 
condition developing in the course of a primary disease either 
as a result of the primary disease or arising from independent 
causes 

com.plice Vkamplis. 'kam-\ « -stME, fr. MF, Jr. VL complic-, 
complex partner, confederate, fr. L com- + LL -phc-, -plex 
(akin to L plicare to f old) ] archaic X an associate or accomplice 
esp. in crime r _ 

C0m*pUc*i.ty \kam'plis»d.e, -ate, -i\ n -es [F compbeite, fr. 
complice + -iti -ity] : association or participation in or as if 
in guilt (two men acting in ~) (~ in election abuses — J.G r 
Randall) (mischievous ~ between brothers) 

complied past of comply 

COm.pU.er \kam'plw(r)\ n -s [comply + -er] 1 : one that 
complies 2 obs : conformist 
complies pres 3d sing oj comply 

lCOm.pli.ment VkHmplanwnt\ n -S [F, fr. It complimento, fr. 
Sp cumplimiento, fr. cumplir to complete, accomplish, perform 
what is due, be courteous (fr. L compare to fill up) 4- -mien to 
•mcnt — more at complete] 1 a : a formal expression (as by 
speech, gesture, or ceremony) of esteem, respect affection, or 
admiraUon (each candidate was introduced with the usual 
~*) (a party given in ~ to the bride by her mother>< changed 
the nuae to Fort Knox, in ~ to the Secretary of War — T.R. 
Hay); specif i a remark intended to praise or please (paying 
hisbest gM all sorts of ~x) b : formal recognition : respectful 
consideration (be came only va ~ to the rank of his host) (it 
btSSSusV.V^ ^iy the craftsmen the - of making a study 
of^Tlanguage -Kenneth UUyett) 2 compliments pi 
: best wishes : regards (to send her ~* to a friend) (a free 
cample is enclosed with the ~i of the manuf^urer) Znow 
dial I a complimentary gift : oratutty (to make a— of a book) 
scom-pU.ment \-^nent,-.m ? nt - *-ment\ 'fc -co/- ingAs 
[F compliment cr, fr. compliment, n.] vt X a obs : to greet 
ceremoniously or flatteringly b : to pay a compliment to 
(~lng his friend on the steadfastness of his interest in science 
—Benjamin Farrington) (she was again ~ed at a bridal 
shower given in her home —Springfield JMass) V"*™} 

2 : to present (a person) with a token of esteem, respect, af- 
« adniiration ' O^cd with an honorary degree) 

3 : congratulate <~ed his men on their conduct) *~ W . to 
oay comnlimcnts (refuse to — ' with one another) 

COm.pU.men.tal XlkampblmenflN adj 1 : complimentary la 
(his pleSag -remarks) 2 archaic : prone to pay comph- 
menti — cSm.pEmen.tal.ly \-»Ie,-ni\ adv, obs 
^pU.ineStar.i.ly VkamptoOii»»er^ 4jtnw-. -rol.; 



-JmerMral-, -ntarol-\ adv : in a complimentary manner 
COm.pU.men.ta.ri.ness \.k ttm piemen Urer^.-o-tre-. -nn-\ n 
-es : the quality or state of bang complimentary 
COm.pU.men.ta.ry \:k«mpta;menurc, -n-tre, -n\«t/l» S 
^resSglwrd or praise (the book received - rev^ws -CW- 
renTBtogJ>V< of thVnature of or containing a complunent 
(references to his colleagues were ever ~) J : *° or 

using compliments (a person of a~ nature^ .asjg^^fi 
given free esp. as a courtesy or favor (a ~ ticket) (~ meals 
given all who donate over a certain sum) 
complimentary close or complimentary closing : « : 
or words that conventionally come immedwtely r^ore the 
signature of a letter and express the sender 'sj *ag*J<x "w re- 



n soften 

,.^.!e t mod if. 

more at oommfchristian^tig Z the sevenu^ aod^last of the 
canonical boors I tte_ last Uturgical Pr^Wfl^Jj?. SSl 
after nightfall or Just before retiring — called also "VAfsong 
lOOm.pSt VTktmSltV n -C IMF complot, complote crowd, 

to plot together % consptae 



cap (MB compline, compelln, cumplie, fi. OF c 
influenced by compllr to aecompfish, finish, fr. 




